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Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
The CGIAB Mid-Term Meeting 1995 (Nairobi, 22-26 May 1995) appr0ves.a decision 
requesting UNEP to provide information on the progress made in the negotiation process 
related to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
In compliance with this decision UNEP submit herewith for information of the ICW 
95 participants a review of UNEP’s Programme Activities in support of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and a preview of the issues to be addressed at the Second Conference 
of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, Jakarta, 6-17 November 1995. 
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I. PROGRESS IN SUPPORTING THE CONVENTION 
SINCE THE FIRST MEETING OF 
+HE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
The decisions adopted by the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (Nassau, The Bahamas 28 November - 9 December 
1994) put into operation the Convention and its mechanisms. Since the Nassau meeting, 
it has been a period of rapid growth in the number of Parties to the Convention (at 12 
October 1995, 130 States and the European Community) and of increased activities of the 
Convention Secretariat. 
1.. Establishment of the Permanent Secretariat 
Decision l/4 of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties requested the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to select the Executive 
Secretary of the Secretariat for the Convention in consultation with the Bureau of the 
Conference of the Parties. In accordance with the mandate entrusted to her by Decision 
l/4 of the Conference of the Parties, the Executive Director of UNEP appointed, effective 
1 September 1995, Mr. Calestous Juma (Kenya@. 
In order to ensure the continuity of the work, all the staff is hired for the Interim 
Secretariat whose posts have been approved by the first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties have been retained until 3 1 December 1995. The recruitment process of the staff 
for the permanent Secretariat is, however, in motion. Regular appointments under the 
United Nations Rules and Regulations should be effected as of 1 January 1996. The 
recruitment process was affected by the financial difficulties faced by the Secretariat early 
this year due to the lack of sufficient financial resources in the Trust Fund of the 
Convention to undertake necessary financial commitments. 
2. Support to the Secretariat by International Organizations 
According to the approved budget for 1995 the secondment of the following 
officers was agreed upon:(i) by UNEP a Fund Management/Administration officer and 
a programme officer on communication (ii) by UNESCO a Programme Officer on marine 
ecology; and (iii) by FAO a Programme Officer specialized in agriculture biological 
diversity. The establishment of the Common Administration and Support Services in 
Geneva is underway. However, the creation of additional posts will be reviewed in the 
light of the final decision to be adopted by the second meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties on the location of the Secretariat. 
In addition, the Secretariat of the Convention held also discussions with UNDP, 
IUCN and CAB International - among others - on how to assist the Secretariat in the 
implementation of its work programme. The Secretariat also intends to convene 
immediately after the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties a meeting with all 
the international organizations referred to in decision l/5 to agree on the concrete 
contribution of all international organizations that have offered to support the Secretariat 
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for the implementation of the programme of work of the Secretariat for 1996. 
3. Relation with the United Nations General Assembly 
On the basis of decision l/12 of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, 
the United Nations General Assembly at its forty-nine session adopted on 19 December 
1994 its resolution 49/l 17 on the Convention on Biological Diversity. Pursuant to 
paragraph 2 of this resolution the report of the first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties was distributed to the participants to the third session of the Commission on 
Sustainable Development. The report of the Executive Secretary on the results of the first 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties called for by paragraph 4 of resolution 49/l 17 
will be considered by the fiftieth session of the General Assembly. 
4. Relation with the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) 
The Statement from the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity to the Commission on Sustainable Development at its third session, contained 
in Annex of decision l/8 of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties was 
distributed as an official document (E/CN. 17/1995/27) to the meeting of the Ad-hoc Inter- 
sessional Working Group on Sectoral issues of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development, held in New-York from 27 February to 3 March 1995 and to the third 
session of the Commission on Sustainable Development held in New-York from 11 to 28 
.April 1995. Pursuant to decision l/8, the Statement was presented on 12 April 1995 by 
Dr. Ivry Dumont, President of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
The third session of the Commission on Sustainable Development reaffirmed the 
importance of the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its 
components, including marine and coastal ecosystems. It recognized that the Convention 
on Biological Diversity provides the principal mechanism for advancing these objectives. 
The Commission noted the successful outcome of the first meeting of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, in Nassau, the Bahamas, in 1994. It welcomed the 
adoption by the Parties of a Medium Term Programme of Work that reflects a balance 
among the Convention’s main objectives: conservation of biological diversity, sustainable 
use of its components, and fair equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the 
utilization of genetic resources. 
5. Relation with Open-ended Intergovernmental Panel on Forests of the 
Commission on Sustainable Development 
The Commission in its fourth session established, under its aegis, an Open-ended 
ad-hoc. Intergovernmental Panel on Forests. In section III, paragraph 5.1, of its terms 
of reference, the Panel was requested to develop a clearer view of the work being carried 
out by international organizations and multilateral institutions and under existing 
instruments as appropriate, including the Convention on Biological Diversity among 
others, in order to identify any gaps, and areas requiring enhancement, as well as any 
areas of duplication. 
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Section III. 3 of the terms of reference of the Panel provides that “consistent with 
the terms of the Convention on Biological Diversity, encourage countries to consider 
ways and means for the effective protection and use of traditional forest-related 
knowledge, innovations and practices of forest dwellers, indigenous people and other 
local communities, as well as fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from such 
knowledge, innovations and practices ‘I. 
At its sixth meeting held in Geneva on 12-13 July 1995, the Interagency 
Committee on Sustainable Development decided to include the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity as a member of the Interagency Task Force on 
Forests. At its first meeting held in Geneva on 20-21 July 1995, the Interagency Task 
Force on Forests designated the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity as 
the lead agency for addressing issues pertaining to the relation between indigenous 
peoples and forests, The contribution of the Secretariat to issues related to the effective 
protection and use of traditional forest-related knowledge, innovations and practices of 
forest dwellers, indigenous people and other local communities, as well as on the fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising from such knowledge, innovations and practices is 
expected for April 1996. 
6. Cooperation with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
In accordance with paragraph 4 of decision l/2 on Financial resources and 
mechanism adopted by the fast meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the Secretariat 
held a number of meetings with the Secretariat of the Global Environment Facility on the 
content of a memorandum of understanding between the Conference of the Parties and 
the Global Environment Facility. The draft memorandum of understanding contained in 
document to be considered by the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties reflects 
the results of such consultations carried out on the basis of the views expressed by 
participants in the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties and the written 
submission provided by Parties. 
The Secretariat participated in all Council meetings of the Global Environment 
Facility held in 1995. The Secretariat was also closely associated to the work of the GEF 
Operations Committee (GEFOP) which has been established to review project proposals 
with a view to recommending project proposals to be included in the programme of work 
of the Council: During the meetings of the GEFOP held on a monthly basis through 
video and/or telephone conferences, the cooperation with the representatives of its 
secretariat as well as with UNDP, The World Bank and UNEP has been extremely 
encouraging. The close association of the Secretariat with the work of the GEFOP was 
demonstrated by the decision taken to entrust the Secretariat with the responsibility of 
chairing the task force on enabling activities. The task force chaired by the Secretariat 
during its meeting held in Nairobi, April 1995, agreed inter alia, on the scope of enabling 
activities, the cooperation among the implementing agencies as well as on the monitoring 
and evaluation of enabling activities funded by GEF. 
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7. Cooperation with other Id&national Organizations 
In fulfilling its responsibilities, the Secretariat continued to develop close working 
relations with regional and international organizations and with relevant non-governmental 
organizations. In conformity with Article 24 of the Convention, the Secretariat held 
periodic meetings and discussions with the United Nations entities. Areas of cooperation 
have been identified with some international and intergovernmental organizations for the 
implerirentation of the Convention at the national level. A joint programme of 
cooperation with these entities will be finalized in early 1996 in the light of the results 
of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The financial implications of 
such activities are reflected in the proposed budget for the Convention for 1996-97. 
The Chairman of the CGIAR has been invited to addres the plenary session of the 
Second Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP II) to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity on 13 November 1995 on agenda item 8. 
8. Cooperation with other Conventions Secretariats 
The Secretariat continued to pay particular attention to the need to establish and 
strengthen close working relations with the secretariats of international legal instruments 
relevant to the objectives of the Convention and, in particular, the Secretariats of 
Conventions related to biological diversity. Close contacts were maintained and a number 
of meetings were held ,with the following. conventions secretariats Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention), Convention 
on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention), 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES), and Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as 
Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention). Contacts were also established with the 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage and 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea. The Secretariat 
intends also to establish contacts with secretariat that will service the recently adopted 
Agreement on the Conservation and Management of Stradding Fish Stocks and Highly 
Migratory Fish Stocks. 
9. Promotion of the Convention 
UNEP and the Secretariat continually interacts with Governments through 
Permanent Missions to the United Nations, in particular in Nairobi, Geneva and New- 
York, about work in progress and relevant issues under the Convention. A meeting of 
the Secretariat with the Environment Exchange Network was held in Geneva on 27 April 
1995 on the preparation of the meeting of the Panel of Experts on Biosafety and the 
Open-ended ad. hoc group of experts on biosafety as well as on the funding of the 
activities of the Secretariat. A series of briefing meetings with the representatives of the 
Permanent Missions in Nairobi, Geneva and New-York were organized by UNEP and the 
Secretariat on the preparation of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
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An essential part of the information requirements under the Convention is to 
promote and publicize the objectives and provisions of the Convention as well as the 
decisions of the Conference of the Parties and its organs. Subject to the availability of 
voluntary contributions, the Secretariat intends to publish a summary of the Convention 
in selected local languages. The Secretariat also prepared .and published, in 1995, in 
English and French two issues of the information bulletin of the Convention to mark the 
first and second meetings of the Conference of the Parties. 
To commemorate the International Day on Biological Diversity, 29 December, 
proclaimed by resolution 49/l 17 adopted by the forty-nine session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, a number of events will be organized by the Secretariat including a 
policy dialogue on biological diversity. In accordance with the letter of the Executive 
Director of UNEP addressed on 12 July 1995 to all member States of the United Nations, 
the Secretariat will assist upon requests Parties in the commemoration of this event. 
10. Budget for the Convention 
At its frost meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopted the budget for the 
Convention for 1995 contained in Annex II of decision I/6 on financing of and budget for 
the Convention. Paragraph 7 of Part A of decision I/6 requested the Executive Director 
of UNEP to ensure, by advances, that the 1995 budget of the Convention is financed until 
such time as sufficient contributions have been paid in 1995 to allow the functioning of 
the Secretariat. Accordingly, UNEP advanced approximately US$1.6 million for the 
period 1 January to 30 June 1995. 
II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS 
OF THE FIRST COP 
1. Biosafety 
At its first meeting the Conference of Parties expressed deep concern and interest 
about the needs for the safe transfer, handling and use of all living modified organisms 
(LMOs) resulting from biotechnology to avoid adverse effects on the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity. 
Accordingly, the COP decided to establish an open-ended ad hoc group of experts 
nominated by governments with the following terms of reference: 
(a) to consider the need for and modalities of a protocol setting out appropriate 
procedures, including, in particular, advance informed agreement,’ in the 
field of the safe transfer, handling and use of any living modified organism 
resulting from biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity: and 
to consider, as appropriate, existing knowledge, experience and legislation 
in the field of biosafety, including the views of the Parties, subregional, 
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regional and international organizations, with a view to presenting a report 
for the consideration of the second meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, so as to enable the Conference of the Parties to reach an informed 
decision as to the need for the modalities of a protocol. 
In order to prepare for the work of the open-ended ad hoc group of experts on 
biosafety, the COP requested the Secretariat to establish a panel of 15 govemment- 
nominated experts, assisted by UNIDO, UNEP, FAO ‘and WHO, to prepare a background 
document to be submitted to the open-ended ad hoc group of experts based on 
consideration, as appropriate, of existing knowledge and experience on risk assessment 
and management, and guidelines and/or legislation already prepared by the Parties, other 
governments and by national and competent subregional, regional and international 
organizations. 
The following countries were designated by their respective regional group to 
attend the meeting of the Panel of Experts: 
Egypt, South African and Tunisia for Africa; China, India and Japan for Asia; 
Albania, Balarus and Hungry for Eastern Europe; Argentina, Colombia and Costa 
Rica for Latin American and the Caribbean; and Denmark, United Kingdom and 
United States of America for West Europe and Others group. 
At the kind invitation of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the 
meeting of the Panel of Experts on Biosafety was held in Cairo from l-5 May 1995. 
In order to assist the Panel in the discharge of its mandate, the Secretariat: 
(a) addressed a letter to all Parties, other signatories to the Convention and to 
competent regional and international organizations requesting on guidelines 
and/or legislation on the transfer, handling and use of living modified 
organisms resulting from the both traditional and modern biotechnology. 
(b) prepared a note for consideration by the Panel in formulating its input to 
the open-ended ad hoc group of experts (CBD/Biosafety Expert 
Group/Inf.2); and 
w invited inputs from FAO, UNEP, UNIDO and WHO into the above note. 
An inter-agency meeting was convened by the Secretariat to finalize the note 
prepared by the Secretariat to assist the Panel of Experts in discharging its mandate. 
The document adopted by the Panel of Experts was submitted as a background 
document to the open-ended ad hoc group of experts on biosafety. The document consists 
of (1) introduction, (2) current approaches to risk assessment and management, (3) a 
survey of existing national, regional and international guidelines/regulation, (4) 
recommendations on further action to be taken to improve safety in biotechnology, and 
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* (5) conclusions. 
At the kind invitation of the Government of Spain, the meeting of the Open-ended 
Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety was held in Madrid from 24 to 28 July 1995. 
This meeting was attended by the representatives of 83 countries, 7 United Nations 
Organizations, 3 intergovernmental organizations and 21 non-governmental organizations. 
The Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety adopted the text of the 
elements for the contents of an international framework on biosafety which contains (1) 
an introduction, (2) the aim, (3) suggested items to be considered in an international 
frarnework on biosafety, (4) options for an intergovernmental framework, and (5) 
recommendations. 
The report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety will be 
considered by the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
2. The First Meeting of SBSTTA 
In accordance with the decision of the fust COP, the first meeting of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice took place in Paris, 
at the headquarters of UNESCO from 4 to 8 September 1995. 
The meeting has set the stage for action on biodiversity and proposed a 
Convention’s programme of work for 1996-1997. The priority actions recommended 
concentrate on: agricultural biological diversity; the conservation and use of plant 
genetic resources; the development of methodologies for future assessments of the 
world’s biodiversity; and the promotion of indicators assessing the effectiveness of 
measures in accordance with the Convention. 
The transfer of environmentally sound technologies was among the important 
issues debated by the Subsidiary Body. It was recommended that the Parties clarify the 
links between the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention and the transfer of 
technologies in the field of biological diversity. The meeting also suggested that the 
Secretariat define the key priorities on this issue. 
On organizational matters, the Subsidiary Body reached an agreement on how it 
intends to carry out its operations. The establishment of technical panels was 
recommended. On an ad hoc basis, these panels would help the Body in implementing 
it work. The results of the meetmg will be submitted to the Second Conference of the 
Parties (COP. Pending the approval of the work programme by COP II, UNEP will 
identify areas of future cooperation with the Secretariat of the Convention for supporting 
the SBSTTA workprogramme. 
3. Preparation for the Second Meeting of the COP 
At the kind invitation of the Government of Indonesia, the second meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties will take place at the‘Jakarta Convention Centre, Jakarta, from 
6-17 November 1995. The letter of invitation, along with the provisional agenda, the 
annotated provisional agenda and the organization of work were dispatched by the UNEP 
Executive Director to all governments on 21 August 1995. 
The ministerial segment of the second COP will take place on 14 and 15 
November 1995. The meting be opened by the President of the Republic of Indonesia 
on 14 November at 09.00 a.m. At its meeting held on 21 July 1995, the Bureau of the 
first meeting of the COP recommended that the ministerial segment would focus its 
proceedings on emerging issues of relevance to the future’ of work of the COP. 
III. ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE SECOND MEETING 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
The Conference of the Parties to the Convention in Biological Diversity will 
consider the following issues at its second meeting: 
1. Pending issues arising from the work of the fii meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties: 
(0 Paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure for meetings of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological diversity”; and 
(ii) Paragraphs 4 and 16 of the Financial Rules for the Administration of the 
Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
2. Scientific, technical and technological matters: 
(0 Report of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice (SBSTTA); 
(ii) Clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific cooperation; 
(iii) Ways to promote and facilitate access to, and transfer and development of 
technology; and 
(iv) Consideration of the need for and modalities of a protocol for safe handling 
and transfer of living modified organisms. 
3. Matters related to financial resources and mechanism: 
(0 Report on the activities of the Global Environment Facility as the interim 







Report of the Secretariat on the financial mechanism under the Convention; 
Study on the availability of additional financial resources; 
List of developed country Parties and other Parties which voluntarily 
assume the obligations of developed country Parties; 
Designation in accordance with Article 21 of the Convention of the 
institutional structure to operate the financial mechanism; and 
Draft memorandum of understanding between the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the Global Environment Facility. 
4. Conservation and sustainable use: 
(0 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention; 
(ii) Preliminary consideration of components of biological diversity particularly 
under threat and action which could be taken under the Convention; and 
5. 
(iii) Coastal and marine biological diversity. 
Access to genetic resources: 
(0 Existing legislation, administrative and policy information on access to 
genetic resources and the equitable sharing of benefits derived from their 
use; and 
(ii) Policy, legislative or administrative measures related to intellectual 
property rights as provided in Article 16 of the Convention and to access 
to and transfer of technology that makes use of genetic resources. 






Outcome of the third session of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development; 
Cooperation with other biodiversity-related conventions; 
FAO Global System for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture; 
International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture; 
International Technical Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of 





(vi) Ex-Situ collections of plant genetic resources. 
Form and intervals of national reports by Parties. 
Medium-term programme of work of the Conference of the Parties 19951997. 
Administrative matters: 
(0 Location of the Secretariat; 
(ii) Report on the administration of the Convention ; and 
(iii) Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
IV. PARALLEL UNEP PROGRAMME S AND ACTIVITIES 
SUPPORTING AND FEEDING INTO THE WORK OF 
THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
In the light of the adoption by the XVIII session of UNEP’s Governing Council 
and in particular its decision 18/36 on the biological diversity and decision 18/40 on the 
proposed programme of work and fund programme activities for the biennium 1996-97, 
UNEP will, in cooperation with the Secretariat, develop a joint programme of cooperation 
so as to ensure that the envisaged activities in the area of biological diversity and 
biosafety and those to be undertaken under the Convention are mutually supportive. 
The following parallel UNEP programmes have been designed to support and feed 
into the work of the Conference of the Parties and the Convention Secretariat: 
1. The UNEP Biodiversity Programme and Implementation 
Strategy (BPIS) 
The range of programme activities for meeting the priority needs and objectives 
of the Convention will be carried in a number of closely linked areas of the BPIS: i) 
strengthening the implementation of existing international agreements, regional 
frameworks and national legislation related to the conservation of biological diversity and 
sustainable use of genetic resources; ii) strengthening scientific basis for action and 
support to improved biodiversity assessment, research and monitoring at the national, 
regional and global level; iii) development and promotion of biodiversity economics and 
biological resources accounting; (iv) promotion of the development and .transfer of 
environmentally sound biotechnologies for conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity; (v) facilitating consensus building on biosafety issues and relating regulatory 
capacity building requirements; vi) support to in ex situ management of terrestrial and 
aquatic biological diversity both at the international and national levels and the 
formulation and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; vii) 
institutional capacity building and human resources development; viii) raising public 
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awareness and encouraging the engagement of all sectors of the society in biodiversity 
strategic planning and implantation at the national level; and ix) enhancing the capability 
to coordinate and implement the programme at the regional level (strong regional 
presence). 
2. The Biodiversity Country Studies, Strategies and Action Plans: 
The Biodiversity Country Studies exercise is a UNEP initiative that evolved from 
the preparatory work leading to the signing of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
at the Rio Earth Summit in June 1992. The objective of the biodiversity country studies 
is to assist countries to assess the status and trends of their national biotic wealth 
(covering the full range of habitats and ecosystems, species, genetic resources) as well 
as portraying the estimated costs and benefits of their current biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable use mechanisms. They thus offer an over-view of the opportunities, 
challenges and problems a nation faces in protecting and mobilizing its biotic wealth for 
national development. Preparation lof biodiversity country studies is seen as the fast 
step in the formulation of sound national biodiversity strategies and action plans(Article 
6 of the Convention). 
Since 1991 UNEP (with additional funding from GEF) has supported Governments 
to prepare biodiversity country studies. Twelve country studies were completed by 
March 1992 (prior to the Rio Earth) using initial Guidelines While 20 others based on 
revised 1993 guidelines are at various stages of preparation. Depending on availability 
of funds, 25 additional country studies have been planned under UNEP’s. Biodiversity 
Programme and Implementation Strategy (BPIS) for the 1996/97 biennium. 
As the ultimate objective of the UNEP biodiversity country studies programme 
under the BPIS goes beyond the actual studies per se, the next thrust of the BPIS entails 
a programme for support to the formulation of national biodiversity strategies and action 
plans. The Guidelines for this phase of the process have been developed by 
UNEP/WRI/IUNC and will be officially launched at the COP II in Jarkata in November 
1995. UNEP has already developed a project to support the preparation of national 
biodiversity strategies and action plans through funding from GEF. 
3. Biodiversity Data Management (BDM): 
UNEP continued its support to Biodiversity Data Management (BDM) at the 
national level. The BDM Project is a UNEP initiative whose overall objective and design 
is to enhance the capacity of developing countries in biodiversity data management in 
support of effective implantation of the CBD at national level, taking into account the 
relevant regional contexts and global imperatives. The Project was established to assist 
developing. countries to: (i) assess their requirements for the data management and 
application for the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity; (ii) 
strengthen national mechanisms and institutions for the access to and dissemination of 
national biodiversity information;(iii)organize data compiled through inter alia the country 
study process, and develop programmes for continued collection and management of 
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information; enhance existing ability and skills to utilize the relevant technologies and 
knowhow in data management; and (v) apply a series of information management ools, 
including guidelines and standards for data management. 
The project will support ten selected countries to: conduct a national institutional 
survey to determine existing national capability in data management and identify data flow 
bottlenecks that impede sound decision-making; prepare national biodiversity data 
management plans to ensure and enhance efficient management and application of 
biodiversity information in support of the implementation of the CBD; prepare basic data 
management guidelines for national use; compile a resource inventory of available tools 
for data analysis, methodologies, software, networks, institutions and individuals to be 
drawn upon nationally to assist data management and information flow; and implement 
the national biodiversity data management plan through training programmes, workshops, 
seminars, improved data acquisition, facilitating repatriation of national data holdings 
outside the country, establishing data networking and information exchange programmes, 
and applying data management o national priority issues. 
4. Global Biodiversity Assessment (GBA) 
The objective of the Global Biodiversity Assessment is to provide for the first time 
an independent peer reviewed, scientific analysis of the current issues, theories and views, 
regarding the main global aspects of biodiversity. It will review the current state of 
knowledge, identify gaps. focus on critical scientific issues, and draw attention to those 
issues where scientists have reached a consensus of view and to those where uncertainty 
has lead to conflicting view points. The implementation of the Global Biodiversity 
Assessment Project is fully underway. Several hundred scientists from over 40 countries 
have been involved. The.principal output of the project will be the publication in of a 
700 page book “The Global Biodiversity Assessment.” A Summary for Policy Makers 
will also be prepared and published. The Assessment will constitute and important basis 
for decision-making to help meet the objectives of the Convention and will be a useful 
tool its the Scientific Body. The potential audience for the GBA is large and includes both 
governmental and non-governmental organizations, at national, regional and international 
levels, as well as policy makers and a very wide range of scientists working in the many 
disciplines that make up biodiversity. The final publication is now anticipated for 
December 1995. An advanced draft of the GBA was made available for the meeting of 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to the CBD in 
Paris, in September 1995 and a pre-publication draft will be available for the second 
meeting of the Conference of Parties of the CBD in November 1995. 
5. International Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnology and Related 
Capacity Building requirements: 
UNEP has initiated a worldwide programme to promote the safe use of 
biotechnology throughout the world. Since March 1995, UNEP convened seven regional 
consultations of government-designated experts in Central America and the Caribbean, 
the Asia Pacific region, Western Asia, South America, Western Europe and North 
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America, the Africa region, and Central and Eastern Europe to review technical 
guidelines on biosafety using a draft prepared last year by the U.K. and the Netherlands 
in collaboration with UNEP as an initial document. Government-designated experts from 
some 75 countries participated in the regional consultations. There was an overwhelming 
support to UNEP’s initiative and there was a consensus that: (i) the process of 
developing the Guidelines can contribute to the consideration of the need for and the 
nature and contents of any future legally binding instrument within the ,context of the 
Biodiversity Convention, and (ii) these two tracks are independent and complementary 
and should be carried out without delay. 
The results of the regional consultations were made available to the Madrid 
meeting of the Ad-hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety and it will be available to COP II 
in Jarkata. 
The XVIII Governing Council of UNEP welcomed and noted with appreciation the 
UNEP’s initiative on the Guidelines and the related capacity building requirements 
(GC 18/36B). It authorized, the Executive Director to convene further consultations as 
well as a global consultation after COP-II and requested the Executive Director to submit 
a progress report to GC 19. The global consultation is scheduled for 11-14 December 
1995, in Cairo, Egypt. At the same time, UNEP is preparing a project proposal for 
funding under GEF with the aim to assist selected developing countries to build their 
capacity in this area. 
6. Support to Integrated ‘Ecosystem Management for the conservation and 
sustainable use of natural resources 
Through its other various programmes, UNEP continued to support a wide range 
of activities aiming at: promoting ik situ and ex situ conservation of plant, animal and 
microbial genetic resources and their use for development of agriculture, forestry and 
industry and development of related global and regional gene banks and information 
systems; conserving and managing habitats ecosystems and wildlife in selected 
representative areas of the world’s biogeographic provinces; expanding and improving 
related professional and institutional capability for assessment and sustainable management 
of biodiversity through pilot projects; appropriate training programmes in the conservation 
and sustainable use of biological resources and the application of relevant technologies; 
strengthening and expanding the global network of gene banks housing the world base 
collections of crop genetic resources (co-ordinated by IPGRI); the global programme on 
livestock genetic resources (co-ordinated by FAO), the biodiversity conservation networks 
in protected areas of LAC and Africa; the Biodiversity Information Network (BIN 21); 
the Microbiological Resources Centres (MIRCENS); the international Microbial Strain 
Data Network (MSDN); the World Data Center on Micro-organisms (WDC): and the 
global Information Resource on the Release of Organisms into the Environment (IRRO). 
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